


“Life is full of (pleasant) surprises.”  



2007





“It does not work if you try to bring the  

US system into Japan. This is Japan.  

Hitoshi is a Superman but this does not work.”

Many people were skeptical back then.

People say many new centers are “only for funding, just a name card.”



Of course, Professor X underestimated Superman’s ability

I started coming to Kashiwa,  

and I immediately fell in love with the institute…



I was among the very first generation of students 
  

who grew up together with Kavli IPMU
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This was impossible without Kavli IPMU, and hence without Hitoshi !!!

Today

Found my advisor 
Hirosi through IPMU



I later had an opportunity to collaborate with Hitoshi



2018: de Sitter swampland conjecture



We pointed out problems of the swampland de Sitter conjecture 

and proposed a new refinement (before Ooguri-Palti-Shiu-Vafa)
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